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Medea on the stage before she knew Jason. He praised Vol-
taire highly, but accused him of plagiarism; he said he had
stolen the entire scene of the Senate from him. Voltaire
was, according to him, a born historian, but he falsified his-
tory by filling it with tales and anecdotes so as to make it
^ interesting.
\_ Foreigners sometimes find Paris dull, for without letters
and introductions one can go nowhere. I was fortunate in
possessing good introductions, and in less than fifteen days
I had the entree to the most amusing society in the city.
I was introduced to Mile. Le Fel, the popular actress and
member of the Royal Academy of Music. When I paid my
respects to her at her house I found her playing with three
charming children.
CI adore them,' she said.
'They deserve your affection,' said I, 'for they are very
beautiful, though very much unlike each other.'
£No wonder,5 she said calmly. 'The eldest is the son of
the Due d'Anneci, the second is the son of the Comte d'Eg-
mont, and the third owes his being to M. de Maisonrouge,
who has just married Mile, de Romainville.'
'I beg your pardon,5 said Ij   'I thought that you were
their mother.5
'So I am.5
I was vexed at having made such a stupid mistake. I was
new to Paris and Parisian ways. But there was a great deal
of this sort of thing in a certain class. Two great lords,
BoufHers and Luxembourg, had changed wives in all good
fellowship, and the little Boufflers were called Luxembourgs,
and the little Luxembourgb bore the name of Boufflers. The
descendants of these triplets are still so known in France.
People who knew the secret laughed, and the world went
round the sun as usual.
I went to see Les Fetes Venitiennes at the opera. They
had transposed the ducal palace and the clock tower, and this
technical error made me laugh. But, being a Venetian, I

